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We hope you enjoyed your visit to Akenac Park. Thank 
you for treating our trails with the same respect you show 
your own property. 
 
We encourage you to share what you learned on this trail 
and tell others to visit Akenac Park. 
 
Please return this guide to the distribution box at the 
trailhead for use by future visitors.  If you would like a 
copy of the information in this guide please see the 
entrance attendant, and they will assist you. 

DELAWARE TOWNSHIP 

116 Wilson Hill Road 

Dingmans Ferry, PA 18328 

570-828-2347 

www.delawaretownshippa.gov 
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What is an Interpretive Trail? 

An Interpretive Trail is a trail where natural and/or cultural 

environments are explained by a guide or other self-guiding methods 

such as illustrative signs.  These trails can help us to understand how 

natural and cultural environments relate to our own and can help us 

appreciate other aspects of life around us. 

 

As you walk the trail you will see numbered posts that correspond 

to the numbered paragraphs in this guide. The numbered paragraphs 

describe what you will be observing at that particular location. 
 

 

How should you act on an Interpretive Trail? 

Please treat our trail as a “leave no trace behind” location. We 

would like the people using the trail after you to experience the 

same trail you are going to learn from and enjoy.   
 

Please Note: 

• Please do not pick any plants or remove any wildlife. 

• If you encounter a bear back up slowly and try to put more space 

between you and the bear. Talk calmly so that it can identify you 

as human, and slowly back up. Keep your backpack on as it can 

provide protection if necessary. Don't make direct eye contact, 

but keep a close look at the bear as you back away. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please stay on the trail at all time and please report any 
trail maintenance issues to the entrance attendant. 
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WHAT LIES AHEAD? 

The Delaware Township Supervisors have their guiding documents — 
the Open Space Plan, the Master Site Plan — and lots of dreams and 
wishes. 
 
Volunteer help is always appreciated at Akenac Park and other 
community grounds.  Join us for spring cleanups, trail maintenance, 
and more.  And please let us know what ideas you might have!  Some 
of the best gifts we receive are local groups volunteering their time to 
make our community a better place to live. 
 
 

WHAT’S GOING ON NOW? 

Akenac Park is open to the public every day from dawn to dusk.  
 
Join us in the summer for our Farmer’s Market. Tentatively runs 

May through September 
every other Saturday 
from 9am—12noon 

 
Watch for more information on our Harvest Festival in October. 
 
We’re online at www.delawaretownshippa.gov 



Akenac Park is a 143-acre property that was acquired by Delaware 
Township in January 2007.  Having just finalized their Comprehensive 
Plan and Open Space Plan, this purchase was exactly what the 
Delaware Township plans had called for.  A community center — an 
open space investment that would give the residents of Delaware 
Township a place to get together, to recreate, and to interact with 
people and nature. 
 
The property was purchased with assistance from 
state and county grant funding. 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) provided $ 350,000 for 
this recreational acquisition.  The Pike County Scenic 
Rural Character Preservation Program awarded  
funding to the Township and was used as local match 
against the state grant. 
 
With the deal closed, work began to fix up the property and bring it 
back to life.  Countless volunteer hours went into restoring the trails, 
cabins, and other features.  The Township Supervisors also began 
Master Site Planning, which would assist them in managing the 
property through the future.   
 
As more activities and adventures grow at Akenac Park, be sure to 
check back often.  We have only taken the first steps in the journey to 
linking people with nature.  You may have relocated to this region to 
be closer to nature — Delaware Township is moving to make sure 
that these valued natural places remain. 
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A VISION … 
AND  A  DREAM FULFILLED 

Directly in front of you is the largest conifer in the 

Northeast.  The White Pine (Pinus strobus) can grow in 

excess of 100 feet tall and 

may have grown much taller in the 

past. This amazing tree can be 

differentiated from other conifers 

in the northeast by the long limber 

needles growing in bunches of five 

and the scrunchy 4 to 8 inch long 

cones. White Pine received its 

name from the milky white sap that 

oozes from a wound in the tree. 

Directly above you is one such 

wound. 

 

This is the work of one of Pennsylvania’s  largest woodpecker. 

The two large oval holes have been made by a Pileated 

Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus). 

The Pileated Woodpecker is a 

magnificent specimen, standing 

roughly 16 inches tall with striking 

red, black and white coloration. 

This large majestic bird is truly a 

sight to be seen. 
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White Pine 

Pileated Woodpecker 



On the other side of this huge Hemlock tree (Tsuga 

canadensis) you will find a tell tale sign that beavers 

have invaded this body of water. Tooth marks on 

trees, also called beaver chews and the slapping sound 

of tails on the water are signs that beaver are in the area.  

Be sure to keep a look out for other beaver signs as you 

meander along the trail.  Also in this 

area you will find the state flower of 

Pennsylvania. The brilliant blooms 

of the Mountain Laurel (Kalmia 

latifolia) will brighten any ones day. 

The best time to see the pink cup-

shaped flowers of this evergreen 

shrub in bloom is late May through 

early July. 

Exposed beneath your feet is 365 million year old 

sandstone. As sediment gradually accumulated and 

was placed under extreme pressure, rock was 

formed. One can tell the environment by which the rock 

was formed by the relatively consistent sediment grain 

size. The consistent grain size hints that this was a rather 

quiet environment.  Beneath your feet you will notice 

rock layers with a red tint. The red tint you see in the 

sandstone is a result of seasonal dry periods, which 

allowed the iron in the sediment to oxidize, changing 

from a black to a red. 
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Mountain Laurel 
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Scavenger HuntScavenger HuntScavenger HuntScavenger Hunt    
Watch for these things while on your adventure!  Please don’t pick up 
or disturb any items on your hunt.  Want another challenge? Take a 
picture of all the items you find so you can look for them at home too!   

2 Leaves 

 

 

 

 

Do you know which 

trees they are from? 

Acorn 

 

 

 

 

What tree do 

acorns come from? 

Feather 

 

 

 

 

Animal tracks 

 

 

 

 

What animal made 

these tracks? 

Woodpecker 

Holes 

Mushroom/

Fungi 

 
 
 

Something 
with a strong 

scent 

Roots 

Insect 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know its 

name? 

Y-shaped  

Twig 

Heart-shaped 

Rock 

Something  
out of place 
that could be 

recycled 

h 



The last stop on our tour takes you past uprooted trees 

and disturbed forest canopy.  Small scale disturbances in 

forests have positive effects by creating new 

opportunities for species.  When trees are blown down, like 

the one directly in front of you, a microhabitat is born. These 

downed trees create places for bears to go into dormancy, 

moist damp areas for newts, salamanders and frogs to escape 

from the heat of the day, den sites for numerous small 

mammals and snakes.  In some cases, these downed trees may 

trap water creating temporary egg laying sites for frogs and 

toads. 
 

You might also notice the abundance of Hay-scented Fern in 

the area. Hay-scented Fern (Dennstaedtina punctilobulba) gets its 

name from the pleasant aroma of fresh cut hay that the plant 

produces. Hay-scented Fern will produce large beds of pale 

green fronds which spread by above-ground rootstocks. They 

are prolific and sometimes 

smother and prevent young 

tree seedlings and other 

plants from growing. Large 

beds of these ferns look as 

though they would make a 

great bed for the weary 

traveler. Hay-scented Ferns 

do well in dry disturbed sites 

of partially shaded woodlands 

and prefer sandstone ravines. 
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Britton, N.L., and A. Brown. 1913. An illustrated flora of the 
northern United States, Canada and the British Possessions. 

Hay-scented Fern 

Looking straight out onto Lake Marion from this spot 

you will notice a large domed structure characteristic of 

Beaver Lodges. The animals living inside of this structure 

are the original environmental engineers. Using only 

sticks and mud, these creatures are capable of constructing 

truly magnificent creations.  Beavers (Caster canadensis) live in 

family groups of four to five individuals feeding on the bark 

and small twigs of trees such as aspen, poplar, willow, birch, 

maple and alder. These 

aquatic rodents will 

r e m a i n  a c t i v e 

throughout the winter. 

Beavers store tree 

branches beneath the ice 

during the winter, 

periodically retrieving 

branches from their 

c a c h e  v i a  t h e i r 

underwater entrance to the lodge. These amazing creatures 

not only create habitat for themselves but also for countless 

numbers of creatures, from the smallest of mayfly nymphs to 

the largest of mammals.  Beavers are truly amazing engineers. 
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DidDidDidDid    

YouYouYouYou    

Know?Know?Know?Know?    

A beaver’s front teeth NEVER stop 
growing.  Gnawing wood helps to wear 

them down. 



Mammals  and  Birds  You  Might  Recognize at  Akenac  Park
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GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias) 

The heron is a large wading bird with long legs and neck.  The 
Great Blue is about 3 feet tall, with a gray-blue body, white head 
and black “eyebrow” plume.  Herons walk slowly through fresh 
or saltwater shallows hunting fish, frogs, and crustaceans; they 
may also eat small mammals and reptiles.  Nest in trees, in 
colonies called “rookeries”.  In PA, Great Blues breed mostly in 
northwestern counties.  Call is a hoarse squawk.  The neck is 
crooked in flight.  Some individuals remain through winter on 
open water, though most migrate south. 

WHITE-TAILED DEER  (Odocoileus virginianus)  

The Whitetail, which had virtually disappeared here by 1900, has 
become a common sight across the state through careful 
management, including regulated hunting.  Male deer, or bucks, 
shed their antlers yearly and grow a new set each spring.  Well 
nourished females (does) often have twin or triplet fawns every 
year.  In spring and summer, deer eat green plants; in fall and 
winter they switch to acorns and other nuts, twigs and buds.  If 
fed rich food such as corn in winter, they may get sick and die. 
Like cattle, deer are ruminants.  The Whitetail is our state game 
animal. 

BLACK BEAR (Ursus americanus) 

The only species of bear in Pennsylvania; most common in 
northcentral and northeastern counties.  Some are brown 
(“cinnamon”) rather than black.  Prefers forests, dense swamps; 
sometimes visits farmlands. Bears eat almost anything, including 
garbage, and will freeload if given a chance.  One to four cubs are 
born while the female is in winter den.  Most females have cubs 
every other year.  Bears don’t truly hibernate, but sleep soundly 
in nests or dens in hollow stumps, caves and under trees. Average 
adult weights: Male—150-400 pounds; Female—115-200 pounds. 

This next stretch of trail wanders through a Hemlock 

grove. Eastern Hemlock — the state tree of Pennsylvania 

— can be identified by its small, flat needles with two 

white parallel lines on the underside. 

 

Hemlock groves, as you may 

notice, are almost completely 

void of other vegetation.  This 

is a result of the closed canopy 

of trees which limit the 

amount of sun that reaches the 

forest floor. These trees are 

also great sources of tannic acid, which was used in the leather 

tanning industry.  As the branches and needles fall from the 

Hemlock, tannic acid is leached into the soil creating a harsh 

acidic environment that many plants do not like.   

 

Now take a closer look at these giants. They are under attack. 

You may notice little white sacks attached to the underside of 

the hemlock needles. An insect known as the Hemlock 

Woolly Adelgid is responsible for these sacks and is wreaking 

havoc on the Hemlock trees of North America.  This aphid-

like insect attaches itself to the base of Hemlock needles and 

extracts the nutrients produced via photosynthesis from the 

needles. In doing so, the Woolly Adelgid limits the amount of 

nutrients that reach the roots for storage, in the process 

making the trees more susceptible to disease and fungus. A 

150 year old Hemlock can be killed in only three years as a 

result of these insects. 
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As you gander at the water-laden land and dead-standing 

trees of the beaver swamp, take the time to appreciate 

the vital service these wetlands are providing. The 

beaver swamp is acting as a filtration system for Lake Marion. 

As water flows into the lake from the surrounding area it is 

loaded with sediments and nutrients. The beaver swamp slows 

the water before it enters the lake. This allows for the water 

to drop its sediment load and the nutrients to be absorbed by 

the aquatic vegetation that 

thrives in the swamp before it 

enters the lake.  Plants such as 

giant cattail, skunk cabbage and 

arrowhead are prevalent 

throughout the beaver swamp. 

Nonnative reed canary grass can 

also be found. 
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Skunk Cabbage 

DidDidDidDid    

YouYouYouYou    

Know?Know?Know?Know?    

One acre of wetlands can store  
1 to 1-1/2 million gallons of water! 

Mammals  and  Birds  You  Might  Recognize at  Akenac  Park 
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RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis) 

The most common hawk, a year-round resident of our state, is 
the Redtail.  As you might guess from its name, its most striking 
characteristic is a rusty-red tail.  Spread in flight, with sun shining 
down through it, that tail is quite striking; when conditions are 
not so good however, it may not look red at all.  The back and 
upper wings are brown, the underparts more or less speckled but 
with a distinct band of darker speckles across the belly.  Often 
seen perched in a tree near open country, or soaring above, 
searching with sharp eyes for small rodents. 

MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos) 

Best-known of our waterfowl, mallards may remain here all year 
where water is free of ice.  The male (drake) has an iridescent 
green head, white neck band and reddish chest; the hen is 
mottled brown.  Both sexes have a bluish-purple patch on the 
wings, called a speculum.  Eight to 10 eggs are laid in a nest on the 
ground.  Food: mostly acquatic plants, some grain, insects and 
small fish.  Call is a loud quack.  Wild birds may join domestic 
ducks, and may interbreed with domestic or other wild ducks.  
Duck hunting is regulated by state and federal laws. 

BEAVER (Castor canadensis) 

One of the world’s largest rodents, the beaver may weigh up to 
60 pounds.  Webbed hind feet propel him through the water; a 
broad flat tail serves as a rudder.  Gone from Pennsylvania before 
white settlers arrived, beaver were restocked beginning in 1917, 
protected for awhile, and now have healthy, trappable 
populations.  They build dams to create ponds in which they build 
lodges, or may build streambank burrows.  Food is the inner bark 
of trees.  Usually four kits are born in May, fully furred and with 
eyes open. Beavers have been long prized for their fine fur. 
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